
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 New Rigorous Scoring Scale

DISCUSSION GUIDE
This discussion guide presents brief notes and some possible discussion questions related to the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Score Changes 
video you can watch at www.wida.us/proficiency. It encourages you to go beyond the topic of test scores to discuss a variety of issues 
related to English language learners (ELLs) and your work with them as educators. 

Section 1: Reasons for the 2017 Score Changes (0:00 – 1:07)
• Introduction of college- and career-ready state standards, increasing academic rigor overall
• Changes in ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 test (moving from paper to online, new Speaking test and rubrics)

Discuss: What do you notice about the language expectations tied to new content standards?
What was your reaction to the shift to ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 in 2015–16? How have students responded to it?

Section 2: Impact of the Changes (1:08 – 2:09)
Starting in 2017, students will need to demonstrate higher language skills to achieve the same proficiency level scores (1.0–6.0). As a 
result:
• Some students’ scores may go down.
• Fewer students may exit program support.

Discuss: How do you think your students or their families might react to lower test scores? What could you do to address their 
concerns?
What will happen if the number of students served in your ELL program increases? Have you experienced shifts in student 
demographics in the past? How did you address them?

Section 3: Student Performance on Language Proficiency and Content Tests (2:10-4:12)
WIDA Research looks for the “sweet spot,” or the place defined as “English proficient.”  This is the ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 proficiency 
level where we can be confident students no longer require program support and can demonstrate proficiency on state content 
assessments, or at least perform similarly to their English-proficient peers.

Discuss: How do you define language proficiency in your classroom, school, or district?
What are the language skills needed for students to engage in learning? To show what they know?

Section 4: Standard Setting Process (4:13-4:43)
Included experienced educators from across the WIDA Consortium (more than 30 states). Score changes were formally updated by 
WIDA’s 38 member state education agencies for use on 2017 student scores.

Section 5: Results of Standard Setting (4:44-6:50)
How will the scores change? Some key ideas to share with your colleagues about the score changes are:
• Scoring expectations are shifting upward. This will help us ensure that students receive the support they need prior to exiting 

program support.
• The degree of change varies by grade level and by language domain.
• Listening scores did not shift very much. Reading and Writing shifted a bit more, but Speaking shifted the most.

Discuss: How do you support students differently at the beginning levels of language proficiency vs. when they are nearing program 
exit? What else could you do to challenge your ELLs to accelerate their language development and reach for the next level?
How have your students typically performed in each of the language domains? 
What are you doing to ensure they make progress in each of the four language domains?
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Section 6: Example Student, Yelena (6:51-7:48)

Discuss:
How do you think your students or their families might react to lower test scores? What could you do to address their concerns?
What will happen if the number of students served in your ELL program increases? 
Have you experienced shifts in student demographics in the past? How did you address them?

Section 7: Use of Test Scores (7:49-8:13)

Test scores can be useful to guide practice, but should never be used in isolation. It’s critical that teachers respond to their daily 
observations about students’ language abilities and their strengths. An awareness of students’ proficiency levels can help you do two 
main things: 
• Set language goals for students.
• Identify the supports needed to help them learn content.

Discuss: How do you analyze data (from classroom activities and from tests) throughout the school year? 
With whom do you share that data? 
What does your collaboration look like?

Section 8: What can you do next? (8:14-10:47)

• ELL Teachers: Examine each student’s scores along with their instructional and programmatic goals and strategies.
• Content Teachers: Discuss how the language demands on students are increasing along with content expectations; reflect on 

the support they provide to ELLs.
• Administrators: Understand the implications of potentially having more students in program support; think about how the data 

they report for accountability may change; help communicate and advocate for ELLs and their families.
• Policymakers: Observe student data trends over time before changing requirements such as ELL program eligibility and exit 

criteria. 

Discuss: How do you interact with or influence each of the above individuals or groups? 
What other steps will you take in response to learning about the new rigorous ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 score scale?


