
ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 Score Changes
Information for Administrators

To meet the rigorous language demands of 
college- and career-ready state standards,  
WIDA is raising the bar for language proficiency. 
English language learners (ELLs) will need to 
demonstrate higher language skills in 2016-
2017 to achieve the same proficiency level scores 
(1.0–6.0). As a result, some students’ scores may 
go down and it may take students longer to exit 
ELL program support.

This handout addresses some of the questions 
administrators have raised about the changes  
in scores.
   
To what extent are students’ 
scores expected to drop?
The possible drop in the scores will vary for  
each individual, due to the many different factors 
that impact student performance. WIDA expects 
that students in upper grades and those with 
higher proficiency levels will be affected most by 
the score changes.

Which domains will be most 
impacted by the 2017 score changes?
Speaking expectations have increased the most, followed by Reading and 
Writing. Impact on the Listening domain will be minimal.

What does this mean for me as an administrator?
WIDA recommends sharing the new ACCESS for ELLs 2.0 score changes 
with all stakeholders, including ESL/bilingual teachers, general education/
content teachers, special education teachers, school board members, your 
superintendent, and other district personnel. You may want to consider 
some of the following actions:

• Discuss the score changes with all educators in the context of any 
other pertinent policy reminders, accountability changes, or other 
local decisions impacting ELLs. This discussion may take place 
during professional development, staff meetings, or other planned 
collaboration or committee work.

• Work with your staff on a plan to share this information with parents 
and families in positive, culturally responsive ways.

• Consider how a possible increase in the number of ELLs in your 
school or district may impact your program.

• Facilitate collaboration among all staff to plan ways in which they 
can support ELL students as they encounter increasing linguistic and 
academic expectations. 

Key Takeaways
• The 2017 score changes are intended to ensure that 

students receive the services they need to meet the 
requirements of college- and career- ready state standards.

• The test items are not more difficult. Instead, the way 
students’ scores are interpreted has changed to expect 
stronger performance.

• Some students’ scores may decrease and the score changes 
may also cause an increase in the number of students 
receiving ELL services.

Administrator Resources 
available at  
www.wida.us/proficiency
• Score Lookup Calculator
• Individual Student Score Notes 

Template
• “Understanding your Child’s ACCESS 

for ELLs 2.0 Scores” flyer translated 
into 47 languages

• Customizable PowerPoint 
presentations designed for use with 
colleagues and with parents/families

• Video and discussion guide and 
recorded webinars

• Student scenario flyers
• ELL leader interviews regarding the 

score changes
• Lesson plans for helping students 

develop awareness of their own 
language growth
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How should we communicate about this information with parents and families? 
Take advantage of the WIDA resources developed to support this communication, including flyers, PowerPoint slides, and a 
template to prepare teachers for conversations with family members. Some of the topics that can be discussed with parents and 
families include: 

• Information about the student’s academic strengths and areas of focus that have been observed in the classroom.
• How test results help provide teachers the information they need to support ELLs’ language and content learning.
• What support is offered in the English language learner program.
• How their child’s scores will be shared with and used by educators.
• What parents/family members can do to support the student outside of school.
• Target scores that students need to attain in order to exit the program.

If a child’s scores decreased on the 2017 ACCESS for ELLs 2.0, parents need not worry, as this doesn’t necessarily indicate that 
their child is making less progress in English. The 2017 scores show the language skills their child needs to demonstrate before 
exiting the English language support program. 

How might the score changes affect program decisions and funding?
The score changes may change the demographics of your ELL population and have other implications, such as:

• Topics for professional development  
• Strategies for instructional coaching
• School or district-wide initiatives (e.g., school improvement plans, instructional focus areas) 
• ELL special education referral processes (i.e., made by a team evaluating multiple criteria)
• Hiring and placement of staff
• School enrollments and transportation considerations
• Class assignments and scheduling
• Cost of curricular materials or subscriptions for students

In addition to sharing with teachers and families, you may wish to inform district leaders about this change to help justify any 
recommended funding or policy shifts. 

How will the score changes affect accountability plans?
As your district is examining student growth and creating accountability plans, it will be important to consider the following 
information and communicate it to the appropriate stakeholders:

• Remember, a drop in student scores may not necessarily be due to teacher instruction or lack of student progress. Therefore, be 
sure to take this into account in all high stakes decisions related to teachers and students.

• Even though federal accountability under ESSA is not applied until 2018–19, SEAs and LEAs must continue working to 
ensure that ELLs make adequate progress in their English language development.

• WIDA recommends that you work with your local and state education agencies to determine how these changes may affect 
your school and district accountability requirements.

What is the score lookup calculator?
The score lookup calculator is an online tool that allows educators to convert the previous year’s scores to the updated 
score scale. Comparing the converted 2016 scores to your students’ 2017 results will help you determine whether 
students made progress in their language development.

Visit wida.us/proficiency for more information and resources. If you have additional questions about your students’ ACCESS for 
ELLs 2.0 scores, please contact the WIDA Client Services Center at help@wida.us or 1-866-276-7735.




