
Dear SD State-Wide Title III Consortium 2017-2018 Members: 
With ACCESS TESTING, February is a busy month. But it is an exciting time, as we  gather information 

about student language levels that will guide us in our instruction in the coming school year.  This information 
helps us explore what is working well, what are our students’ needs, and how can we meet those needs as we 
continue to refine our program. 

Three new videos have been added to our webpage resources. Visit our website and click on VIDEOS 
to find two new short videos on the Migrant Identification Process, Separating Learning Difference from 
Learning Disability, and Technology Tools. Each is short but informative. Take a few minutes to check them 
out.  

 
This quote, by Kenji Hakuta, articulates that sheltering instruction 

feels like just “good instruction” for all students – and it is! But for English 
Learners, it is a must!  Do the other students in the class benefit? You 
bet!  

Besides the English language proficiency growth we hope to see 
for English Learners, ALL students need to build on their academic 
language skills.  

Good luck on the assessments and on our third round of school 
visits, let your Title III Staff help you reflect on your ACCESS Scores and 
consider next steps. Enjoy the month and revel in the growth and success 
in each and every one of your students. J 
Gwyneth Dean-Witte 

SD Title III and Migrant Consortia, Coordinator 
 
 
Effective District CORE EL Programs workshop : SD DOE Go Sign Me Up  
April 9th in Aberdeen and  April 10th in Mitchell and Rapid City 
Why should we sign up a team?  

• Changing demographics of SD English Learners will impact programming 
• Higher exit score of 5.0 will impact your plan 
• EL Accountability under ESSA is greatly increased 
• As a member of the State-Wide Title III Consortium, the plan should be articulated and operational 

 
Who should attend as part of the team? 

• ESL Teacher or/and 
• Administrator or/and  
• EL Coordinator or/and 
• Other decision makers, who are the “Go-ers” in your district?  

 
What if we already wrote our EL Plan? 

• Accountability has recently been revised 
• Higher scoring standards has increased number of ELs still in the ESL Program 
• Schools have increased their understanding of EL programming 
• Then it is time to review and reflect. What is working? What should we consider? 
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What will we learn? 

• Civil Rights of English Learners and responsibilities of schools 
• Effective programming practices – and how those might be applied to your specific school district 
• Time built in throughout the day to collaborate within districts and between districts. 

 
Separating Learning Difference from Learning Disability – Jean.larson@k12.sd.us 
 

A new video has been posted on our website helping to describe the process of separating learning difference 
from learning disability. Thank you, Jean, for this informative video. Please watch this brief video to increase your 
understanding of this topic.   https://sdtitle3migrant.org/videos/ 

Thank you to all who attended the Separating Difference from Disability  workshop that was offered in 
Aberdeen, Feb 1. Look for more opportunities to understand this important topic in the next school year.  
 
Content Teacher – Sheltering Instruction 

Last month we offered an alternative way of approaching grading to support the progress ELs make in the content 
classroom.  

Another way to support ELs in the content classroom is from the instructional side. Please attend the Utilizing GO 
TO Strategies workshop in Mitchell on February 27th. This workshop helps content teachers incorporate strategies that 
build academic language in the content classroom for all students, not just ELs. Hope to see you there! 
 
TECHNOLOGY CORNER Lindsay.Frankenfeld.k12.sd.us 

Two of my favorite technology tools are Readworks.org and Nearpod.com. Each have robust features that support ELs. 
I’d like to share about the Article-A-Day and Book of Knowledge project on Readworks.org and the EL lessons on 
Nearpod.com/el. 

Readworks.org - The Article-A-Day program is designed to build K-8 students’ background knowledge. It meets students 
wherever they are at, and provides scaffolds for ELs. The routine includes four steps: 1) Set the purpose  2) Students 
read independently  3) Students write or draw 2 or 3 things they learned and  4) Class shares knowledge. Read more 
details about the routine at this link: http://about.readworks.org/independent-readers-print.html#routine 

See this link for how to set up EL Scaffolding for Article-A-Day: http://about.readworks.org/ell-extra-supports.html 

And this link (scroll to the blue buttons) provides some printouts you can download for either a writing-based or drawing-
based Book of Knowledge: http://about.readworks.org/free-book-of-knowledge-templates.html 

Nearpod.com/el - Try the sample lessons that Nearpod EL has shared! They provide comprehensible input through VR 
and 3D visuals, encourage cooperative learning through interactive lessons, and continuous feedback and monitoring so 
you know where students are at. Click on the orange button after you scroll down the nearpod.com/el page, or here is the 
direct link for the sample lessons: https://nearpod.com/s/nearpod-el-sample-lessons-C978 

I am particularly excited about the newcomer lessons like this one: 
https://app.nearpod.com/?pin=41AFABC94DDBC2A9C3DDB33E62FC3D4F-1&he=true 

DON’T FORGET! SD EL CHATS have been a BLAST!  
You don’t have to be an expert in EL or Tech to participate. Just log in for our short sharing session to 

hear new ideas from others, share ideas with others, and ask questions… It is easy! Just click the weekly link 
found on the http://doe.sd.gov/oess/TitleIIIela.aspx.  For more information join the ELP list serve! 
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GRAMMAR GALLERY (for Colony Teachers and districts who have purchased! J ) 
With the ever -increasing attention to academic language and language proficiency growth, don’t wait for training to get 
started using Grammar Gallery in our Colony Classroom. If you don’t have the log in, email me immediately! J Start 
exploring! We will tentatively be offering Grammar Gallery training in April. Taking the class in April allows for being ready 
for the start of school in the Fall, with schedule, procedures, and programs in place. (Tentative: Pierre April 17, Aberdeen 
April 18, Mitchell April 19).  
 
Hutterite Colony Teaching Focus – tanya.vitek@k12.sd.us 
 

For all of you who have the Jill Jackson book 
from the Colony Teacher Conference last year, I wanted 
to share one of my favorite section. In the Content Map 
section, there are some excellent visuals that can be 
used to create anchor charts. These provide visual 
support as ELs begin to understand the structure of text as they 
write, but also as they read.  

If you have experience using a specific section of our book, 
please share with me. We can share with others through our 
newsletter next month.  

Please check out the Colony Teachers Collaborate facebook 
page. I know they would like to have some more contributions. If 
you have had a great lesson using this book, or any other experience you would like to share, join the Colony-
Specific Facebook Page:  Colony Teachers Collaborate. Ask to join and the administrator will approve you.  
 
REMINDER - Easter Tuesday Share Sessions for Colony/Multi-grade Teachers Don’t forget to get this on your 
calendar, talk to admin and get this as a full PD day. It is “JUST FOR YOU!”. J 
 
GERMAN - First Language Influence on English Learner… *From Micheal Swan, Learner English, Cambridge 
A bit more on German language influence on learning English. (Can you tell I am taking a phonology course this 
semester? Gwyneth)  
 

1. When learning English, German-speakers may have more energetic articulation, often with more explosive stop 
consonants (/p/, /t/, and /k/). They may use more lip-rounding and spreading of the lips and that might influence 
their formation of the sounds.  

2. For vowels, most sounds are produced in both German and English. However, some vowels may be confused. 
/e/ in set can be confused with /ae/ in set.   

3. The vowel sound (u) in “but”, may be confused with the (o) sound in “pot”. Kids may have trouble distinguishing 
the sounds and also producing the sounds.  

There are strategies you can use to help your learners master (or improve) those articulations. Fluentu.com has some 
exercises – and I will keep looking for some other resources. J https://www.fluentu.com/blog/english/how-to-improve-
english-pronunciation/  
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Migrant Support to Schools and Students – bobbie.kilber@k12.sd.us 

MIGRANT LITERACY NET - A FREE RESOURCE IN SOUTH DAKOTA 
migrantliteracynet.com  
Question: Are there writing resources available? 
Answer: Yes! Eighty-six writing lessons are available in Spanish and English. The lessons are 
designed to meet the Common Core State Standards. There are individual and group lessons available.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Create an account today and explore the excellent resources available! 
Please contact Bobbie Kilber at bobbie.kilber@k12.sd.us or Tanya Vitek at tanya.vitek@k12.sd.us for more information on 
how to utilize Migrant Literacy Net in your classrooms.  
 
NEW VIDEO – Would you like to learn more about the Recruitment and Idenditication for Migrant students and families? 
Please take a few minutes to watch Tanya’s video explaining the process. See: https://sdtitle3migrant.org/videos/ 
 
 
IMAGINE LEARNING FOCUS – from the Imagine Learning Blog 

**Don’t forget – consistency in using Imagine Learning is key 
to getting the most benefit. Make sure your students are logged 
in and engaged the set about of time for their level and age. 
Then use the reports and resources for direct language 
instruction pull-out or ESL Class time. There are many 
resources offed in Imagine Learning that you can use in the 
whole-class setting in the regular classroom – see the Resources, Activity Explorer section.    

 
Thanks for bring part of the State-Wide Title III Consortium.  
Remember, your benefits include: 

ü Technical support as districts meet Civil Rights obligations  
ü Professional Development 
ü Support website: www.sdtitle3Migrant.org.  
ü Regional professional development 
ü Two to three district visits on-site, as needed. 
ü ENL Endorsement Cohort program for consortium member teachers  
ü Imagine Learning Training – Grammar Gallery for Colony Teachers  
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Districts responsibilities:  

ü Provide professional development to teachers working with English Learners. 
ü Create and put into practice, effective Core EL Plans 
ü Provide English Language Development instruction with an endorsed ENL teacher using an ELD 

Curriculum resource 
Professional Learning Opportunities – free to members!   
 
February 2018 –  
Utilizing GO TO Strategies - Mitchell, February 27th, MTI, Rm TBD 
March 2018- 
“See it in Action”, March 14th -  School Site Visits Sioux Falls, Terry Redlin Elem or Lincoln High Sch. 
“See it in Action”, March 14th – School site Visit to Huron Middle School 
April 2018-  
Colony Teacher Share Sessions- April 3 (Easter Tuesday): Pick the one that fits your location! J Sign up soon, as we are trying to plan this day of 
sharing and learning. Mitchell, MTI Room 126 OR Watertown, LATI Room 512 OR Aberdeen, NSU, Student Union Centennial A East 
Effective District EL Plan workshop –  April 9th in Aberdeen and April 10th in Mitchell and Rapid City . SD go Sign Me Up 

 
NEW! April – Grammar Gallery Training – Pierre April 17, Aberdeen April 18 and Mitchell April 19.  
 
June 2018 
Colony Teachers One Day Mini-Conference, Watertown or Brookings 
Date: May 31 OR June 1, 2018: Registration coming soon!  
Register for all Consortium Workshops at  http://www.eventbrite.com/o/sd-state-wide-title-iii-consortium-11100444974 
 
NEW, offered through USF: World Famous Jill Eggleton Institute, June 11-14. Contact 
reach.usiouxfalls.edu. Call 605-331-6781. Excellent literacy workshop!  
 
Visit our website at http://sdtitle3.org   
State-Wide Title III Consortium Contacts –  

 

Lindsay Frankenfeld Bobbie Kilber Jean Larson Tanya Vitek Gwyneth Dean-Witte 

Belle Fourche** Sisseton** Aberdeen Alc-Hudson** DeSmet 

Spearfish Summit** Arlington Elkton** Howard 

Dupree Watertown** Brookings Flandreau** Kimball 

Custer Willow Lake** Sioux Valley Andes Central Miller 

Douglas Estelline** Hamlin Bon Homme Old-Ramona 

Rapid City Milbank** Deubrook Bridge-Emery Sanborn 
Hill City Deuel** Castlewood Canistota Todd County 

Hot Springs Clark Dakota Valley Dell Rapids Wagner 

Lead-Deadwood Faulkton Tea Vermillion Pierre 

Meade Gettysburg Parker Lennox Winner 

N. Underwood Leola Marion McCook  Ethan 

Oglala Lakota  Ipswich Wess. Springs Canton Iroquois 

 Britton-Hecla  Montrose Madison 

 Rosholt  Platte-Geddes Mount Vernon 
 Doland  Viborg-Hurley Parkston 
 Groton  Menno Scotland 

 Hitchcock-Tulare  Chester Plankinton 
 Agar-Blundt-Onida  Garretson West Central 

**Denotes Migrant 
Consortium 

   Woonsocket 
Freeman  


