
Dear SD State-Wide Title III Consortium 2017-2018 Members: 
After the brunt of the storm, we are thankful for the moisture and hope you all stayed warm and dry. 

Such is life in this hard-working South Dakota! I am proud to call SD home!  
 
We are nearly at that time of year for signing up again for the State-Wide Title III Consortium. As you 

know, our services provide technical support and professional development (PD) to help schools build effective 
programs for their English Learners (ELs) based on resources and staffing in the immediate. Long-term 
planning discussions lead districts to realize how programming can best serve ELs as the program is refined. 
In addition, we also offer PD that helps build academic language skills for all students. Please contact me if 
you have any questions about membership. Soon, the “letter of intent to join” will be sent by the Department of 
Education. I hope to also have a webinar to help inform districts about membership services.  

 
As you build your school calendars for the 2018-2019 school year, please reserve some professional 

development time for your K-12 staff with your Title III Staff Contact person. This will help secure dates that 
work best for your schools. Administrators will be receiving a letter from me outlining options for on-site PD 
opportunities: from school-wide book studies focused on academic language for all students, to several 2-hour 
options to fill specific needs. As always, we can offer graduate credit or CEU contact hours for teacher renewal 
requirements.  
 
School responsibilities toward ELs include (and working toward programs that provide): 

English Language Development (ELD) with an ENL endorsed teacher. 
Sufficient ELD instructional time for students to make adequate growth in language skills. 
ELD-specific Curriculum for English Language Learners.  
Professional development for Content teachers who work with ELs in the classroom.  

 
We recognize that: 

We must separate learning a language from having a learning disability (as these are separate issues). 
ELs bring linguistic and cultural capital to the classroom that must be recognized and valued.  
With supports, instruction, and modifications, ELs can learn English and content at the same time. 
All children have the right to a free and appropriate education. 

 
With new ESSA laws and the increased Accountability for ELs growth and achievement, creating 

effective programs will be of greater importance. As members of the State-Wide Title III Consortium, please 
attend the April 9th workshop in Aberdeen or the April 10th workshop in Mitchell and Rapid City sponsored by 
the Dept. of Education. (This workshop is a repeat from the January session. Many of you attended.) 
 
It has been our pleasure to work with your Districts this school year, and we look forward to the next few 
months – and the coming school year. 
 
With highest regard, 
 
Gwyneth Dean-Witte 
Title III/Migrant Consortia Coordinator  
Gwyneth.witte@k12.sd.us  

MARCH 2018  
SD State-Wide  

Title III and Migrant Consortia  

Black Hills Special Services Cooperative 
 



 
 
 

  2 
 
Effective District CORE EL Programs workshop: SD DOE Go Sign Me Up  
April 9th in Aberdeen and April 10th in Mitchell and Rapid City 
 
Why should we attend the workshop?  

• Changing demographics of SD English Learners will impact programming 
• Higher exit score of 5.0 will impact your plan 
• EL Accountability under ESSA is greatly increased 
• As a member of the State-Wide Title III Consortium, the plan should be articulated and 

operational 
 
Who should attend as part of the team? 

• ESL Teacher or/and 
• Administrator or/and  
• EL Coordinator or/and 
• Other decision makers, who are the “Go-ers” in your district?  

 
What if we already wrote our EL Plan? 

• Accountability has recently been revised 
• Higher scoring standards has increased number of ELs still in the ESL Program 
• Schools have increased their understanding of EL programming 
• Then it is time to review and reflect. What is working? What should we consider? 

 
What will we learn? 

• Civil Rights of English Learners and responsibilities of schools 
• Effective programming practices – and how those might be applied to your specific school 

district 
• Time built in throughout the day to collaborate within districts and between districts. 

 
** Register at SD DOE’s Go Sign Me Up.  
 
IMAGINE LEARNING FOCUS – from the Imagine Learning Blog 
From Imagine Learning Friends –  
Spring is a time of renewal and growth. This school year, classrooms have been sowing the seeds of learning and now is 
the time to celebrate their growth! This month we will be highlighting classrooms where students have blossomed into 
beautiful readers with Imagine Language & Literacy.  

The below flyer outlines the March contest that focuses your classroom on reaching 
weekly benchmarks. Once 75% of your classroom averages 120+ reading minutes for 
the month of March, your class is then automatically entered in to our Spring Into 
Reading drawing for a $50 pizza party e-gift card award. 
 
All throughout the school year you have been planning the seeds of consistent reading. Now is your time to shine in the 
sun and Spring Into Reading! 
CLICK HERE For more information - 2018 Spring Into Reading Flyer 
Reminder – consistency is most important for obtaining good results, information, data, and resources for your ELs and 
other students using Imagine Learning. J  
 
 



 
 
 

  3 
Content Teacher – Sheltering Instruction 
Love this new site I found – was introduced to it during #ELChat, a TwitterChat on Monday evenings. 
EmpoweringELLs.com is written by Tan Huynh, an ESL teacher who has great experience supporting ELs in the content 
classroom. He created “Bathroom Briefs” to print out and tape in the teacher-bathroom. I thought that was a scream! LOL! 
But great ideas on how lessons might go wrong in the content classroom when considering what ELs need for support. 
Enjoy! https://www.empoweringells.com/bathroom-briefs/  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ESL Teacher Focus  

ESL Teachers are challenged to teach English Learners (ELs) not only words, but what to do with the words as 
well. Vocabulary, syntax, grammar and context all go into what we call a language lesson. 
It goes WAY beyond memorizing vocabulary cards.  

This article linked below explains how morphemes are the smallest units of 
language that can be strung together to form words. Some morphemes carry meaning, 
such as the word “teach”. Some do not carry their own meaning, called bound morphemes. 
When we add other morphemes to “teach” we get teach-er, teach-ing, teach-able, etc. 
Students benefit from instruction about base words and affixes. This article is one that any ESL teacher would like to read. 
Enjoy! 
http://exclusive.multibriefs.com/content/using-affixes-roots-and-base-words-to-improve-english-learners-language-
ski/education  
 
https://esltalkingpoints.com/ ESL Talking Points is a wonderful resource for building confidence 
and spoken English performance in the ESL Classroom. The site offers conversation questions, 
presentations, ideas, slide, and games. You can join their newsletter to get reminders on their 
newly uploaded lesson resources.  
 
The Teaching Channel has a new blogpost – the Fab 5 ELL Squad. 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/blog/2018/02/05/glow-and-grow-self-assessment/ This month’s submission is about 
Glowing and Growing through Self-Assessment. We learn most when we reflect on our own learning and set goals. The 
blog offers some reminders of tried-and-true strategies as well as some new ideas that got my wheels turning!  
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Hutterite Colony and Multi Grade Teaching Focus – tanya.vitek@k12.sd.us 
While on my recent school/classroom visits I have seen some great things in action –  
Way to Go! Teaching is a craft that constantly needs to be refined, and that can be especially challenging 
when you teach at a Colony or Multi-grade setting. During my recent visits, there have been two common 
themes that seem to come up and I need your help. The first one is the scheduling beast.  

We all know that when teaching at a Colony/Multi-grade setting our grade assignments can vary year to 
year. So, with that in mind, how do you set up your schedule for your grade groupings? What have you found 
to work best? The second theme is a concern and frustration of trying to keep students engaged and motivated 
to learn, especially once they get to 5th-8th grade. What management or instructional practices do you use to 
keep students engaged and motivated to learn?  

Please email me your thoughts and ideas, or if you will be attending the Colony Share session in 
April bring them with. Have a fabulous month! (Tanya.vitek@k12.sd.us)  

 
For all of you who have the Jill Jackson book from the Colony Teacher 

Conference last year, I wanted to share another one of my favorite sections. 
Have you tried teaching kids the difference between INFORMAL Writing and 
FORMAL Writing? Helping kids to use two texts to compare informal and formal 
writing (even if you make them up and write them for example-sake) can be a 
very powerful tool.  

 
Let them find, highlight, and deconstruct the differences. Then, use this 

chart to help them talk about the differences they see. Finally, help them write a 
FORMAL paragraph following the guidelines they developed from their 
investigation of the two texts. This directly relates to academic language writing 
skills that are assessed on both ACCESS and Smarter Balanced State 
Assessment.  

 
If you have experience using a specific section of our book, please share with me. We can share with 

others through our newsletter next month. (Gwyneth.witte@k12.sd.us) 
 
Please check out the Colony Teachers Collaborate Facebook page. I know they would like to have 

more contributions. Colony Teachers Collaborate. Ask to join and the administrator will approve you. 
REMINDER – Easter Tuesday Share Sessions for Colony/Multi-grade Teachers Don’t forget to get this on your 
calendar, talk to admin and get this as a full PD day. It is “JUST FOR YOU!”. J We are nearly at capacity, 
except in Watertown! Sign up soon if you are going to attend – Watertown attendees… bring a friend! J 
Looking forward to seeing you all!  
 
 
TECHNOLOGY CORNER Lindsay.Frankenfeld.k12.sd.us 

BrainPop ELL is a supplemental way for ELs to practice English Language Development. It’s engaging 
and it’s correlated to WIDA. The (free) Placement test can be used to gauge a student’s proficiency level to get 
started with Brain Pop ELL. There is a subscription fee ($8/month for family plan, $15/month for homeschool, 
and $150/year for a classroom license), but free lessons are available for anyone who wants to test it out. 
Contact Brain Pop 866.542.7246 to ask for a free trial.  
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Also take a look at the teacher resources page for WIDA Correlation and 
Proficiency level index, Lesson Plans, Graphic Organizers and free images you can 
use for teaching ELs https://educators.brainpop.com/brainpop-esl-teacher-resources/  
 
Tip: The placement test at https://ell.brainpop.com/placement-test/ can be a great tool 
for assessment, even if you are not using the Brain Pop ELL lessons. 
 
 

Have you seen us using Nearpod lately and want to try it? You can sign up for 
a free account at nearpod.com. You can make your own lessons or try the pre-
made standards aligned lessons. Some are free – and some are available to 
purchase individually.  

Another option is the paid subscription, which includes added features when creating your own lesson like 
videos, virtual field trips, fill in the blank activities, and quizzes. South Dakota State-wide Title III Consortium 
districts receive 15% off the subscription level. Contact lindsay.frankenfeld@k12.sd.us if you are interested in 
the discount.  

DON’T FORGET! SD EL CHATS have been a BLAST!  
You don’t have to be an expert in EL or Tech to participate. Just log in for our short sharing session to 

hear new ideas from others, share ideas with others, and ask questions… It is easy! Just click the weekly link 
found on the http://doe.sd.gov/oess/TitleIIIela.aspx. For more information join the ELP list serve! 
 
 
GRAMMAR GALLERY FOCUS  
(for Colony Teachers and districts who have 
purchased! J ) 
 
I love the “Bonus Grammar Resources” section of 
Grammar Gallery – Special Topics. See this section 
for bonus lessons that tie to something related to 
current events, holidays, culture each month. These 
are downloadable, one-lesson activities that can be 
expanded, but don’t have to be.  
 
March Bonus Lessons focus on Spring! Considering 
this snow storm we just had, perhaps it will be nice to 
have a “Spring” lesson soon!  

 
SDTitle3migrant Website  
New Videos uploaded and ready  
ü Grammar Gallery oral lesson 
ü Grammar Gallery reading 

lesson 
ü Migrant Identification 
ü Migrant Literacy Net 
ü Separating Learning Difference from Disability 
ü Technology Tools for Engaging Learners  
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Migrant Support to Schools and Students – bobbie.kilber@k12.sd.us 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Professional Learning Opportunities – free to members!  
March 2018- 
“See it in Action”, March 14th - School Site Visits Sioux Falls, Terry Redlin Elem or Lincoln High Sch. 
“See it in Action”, March 14th – School site Visit to Huron Middle School 
 
April 2018-  
Colony Teacher Share Sessions- April 3 (Easter Tuesday): Pick the one that fits your location! J Sign up soon, as we are 
trying to plan this day of sharing and learning. Mitchell, MTI Room 126 OR Watertown, LATI Room 512 OR Aberdeen, 
NSU, Student Union Centennial A East 
 
Effective District EL Plan workshop – April 9th in Aberdeen and April 10th in Mitchell and Rapid City,  SD go Sign Me Up 

 
NEW! April – Grammar Gallery Training – Pierre April 17, Aberdeen April 18 and Mitchell April 19.  
 
**Register for all Consortium Workshops at http://www.eventbrite.com/o/sd-state-wide-title-iii-consortium-11100444974  
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June 2018 
SAVE THE DATE: Colony Teachers Mini-Conference, BROOKINGS!!!  
May 31 from 12pm-5pm and June 1 from 8:30am – 4:00pm Registration coming soon!  
 
Summer Book studies! One- and Two-credit EL Book-studies will be offered this summer. More info to come!  
 
One-Credit book-studies 

Meeting the Need of Students with Limited or Interrupted Formal Education by DeCapua, Smathers, and Tang 
Exploring WIDA Resources, EL Websites and More – Tanya Vitek 

 
Two-Credit book-studies 

Advocating for ELs: A guide for educators by Diane Staher Fenner 
Unlocking English Learner Potential: Strategies for Making Content Accessible by Fenner and Snyder  

 
World Famous Jill Eggleton Institute, June 11-14. Contact reach.usiouxfalls.edu. Call 605-331-
6781. Excellent literacy workshop!  
 
Visit our website at http://sdtitle3.org  
State-Wide Title III Consortium Contacts –  

 

Lindsay Frankenfeld Bobbie Kilber Jean Larson Tanya Vitek Gwyneth Dean-Witte 

Belle Fourche** Sisseton** Aberdeen Alc-Hudson** DeSmet 

Spearfish Summit** Arlington Elkton** Howard 

Dupree Watertown** Brookings Flandreau** Kimball 

Custer Willow Lake** Sioux Valley Andes Central Miller 

Douglas Estelline** Hamlin Bon Homme Old-Ramona 

Rapid City Milbank** Deubrook Bridge-Emery Sanborn 
Hill City Deuel** Castlewood Canistota Todd County 

Hot Springs Clark Dakota Valley Dell Rapids Wagner 

Lead-Deadwood Faulkton Tea Vermillion Pierre 

Meade Gettysburg Parker Lennox Winner 

N. Underwood Leola Marion McCook  Ethan 

Oglala Lakota  Ipswich Wess. Springs Canton Iroquois 

 Britton-Hecla  Montrose Madison 

 Rosholt  Platte-Geddes Mount Vernon 
 Doland  Viborg-Hurley Parkston 
 Groton  Menno Scotland 

 Hitchcock-Tulare  Chester Plankinton 
 Agar-Blundt-Onida  Garretson West Central 

**Denotes Migrant 
Consortium 

   Woonsocket 
Freeman  


